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Professor Bruce as a Leader of Thought in Scotland. — The Reverend Arthur 
Jenkinson has a very interesting article in the July Thinker on the Reverend 
Professor A. B. Bruce, D.D., as a Leader of Thought in Scotland. After 
speaking of the new feeling for the historic Christ which is characteristic of 
the present age, he writes : " No one represents this modern return to the 
Christianity of Christ so adequately or consistently as he does. The whole 
endeavor of his life has been to get back to the Christ of the gospels. Almost 
everything he has written has been an illustration and vindication of this 
movement. Through spiritual sympathy and imaginative insight it has been 
his life-long effort to understand Jesus." 

Of Professor Bruce's influence, he writes: " There are hundreds of young 
men in Great Britain who would thankfully acknowledge that when they were 
sorely smitten with the malady of doubt, when the ground seemed slipping 
from them on all sides, the writings of Professor Bruce brought them just the 
help they needed." 

Professor Bruce was born in 1831 in the rural parish of Aberdalgie, near 
Perth. His father was an elder in the parish church. " All through his 
childhood he must have heard the din of the ' Ten Years Conflict ' which pre- 
ceded the Disruption." The issue was between what was considered the 
latitudinarianism of the old church and the rigid orthodoxy handed down 
from the covenanters. Those who upheld the strict faith of the covenanters 
revolted and formed the Free Church. " Those were anxious and stirring 
times. Some of the most bitter controversies and troubles of that period 
sprang up in Perthshire. Keen discussions took place during the long winter 
nights concerning religion and the difficulties of the church, and when, in 
1843, the great Disruption took place, Professor Bruce's father threw in his 
lot with the Free Church. And when, two years later, Alexander Bruce, still 
a mere boy, went up to Edinburgh and began his long course of study, first 
at the University, and afterwards in the new Divinity Hall of the Free Church, 
the evangelical fervor was at its height. Chalmers was still living, and 
Candlish, Cunningham, and Guthrie were the leading ministers of the city." 
But neither the creed nor the life of the church took hold on the young student. 
Thomas Carlyle was then doing his great work, and Bruce was one of the 
many who admired and revered him. In 1855 Dr. Bruce received license, 
and in 1859 was ordained. The intervening years were years of spiritual dark- 
ness and unrest. But during these years he found the Jesus of the Gospels. 
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With this experience he went to Cardross in 1859, his first parish. There by 
the shores of the Clyde he lived a quiet student life. His ministry was stimu- 
lating and helpful. The fruit of his ten years at Cardross is seen in his book, 
The Training of the Twelve. In the introduction, he states that it embodies 
thoughts that had occupied him from the beginning of his ministry. " It is 
very much more than a solid contribution to the study of the life and teach- 
ing of Christ. It is full of spiritual insight and inspiration; preeminently a 
book for ministers. In it we see its gifted author endeavoring to realize his 
own ideal of preachers of the gospel, ' men to whom a return to the evangelic 
fountains has been a necessity of their own spiritual life, possessing the power 
of historical imagination to place themselves side by side with Jesus as if they 
belonged to the circle of his personal companions and disciples, so gaining a 
clear vivid vision of his spirit, character and life, and becoming thoroughly 
imbued with his enthusiasms, his sympathies, and his antipathies, and with 
this experience behind them, the fruit of much thought and careful study, 
coming forth and saying to their fellow men in effect: 'That which was from 
the beginning which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, 
declare we unto you.' " 

The Training of the Twelve was published in 1871, after the author had 
removed to Broughty-Ferry. In 1874 he was appointed Cunningham Lec- 
turer, and selected for his subject, " The Humiliation of Christ." The lectures 
were published the following year. The Free Church had the wisdom to 
recognize his great gifts and appointed him to the chair of Apologetics and 
New Testament Exegesis in the College at Glasgow. 

Dr. Bruce has written on fundamental philosophical problems and has 
shown himself thoroughly abreast of modern speculation and research, but his 
best work, that to which he gives himself with enthusiasm and delight con- 
cerns the Person and Teaching of Christ. The scope and nature of his work 
are shown by the following list of published works : The Training of the 
Twelve, 1871. The Humiliation of Christ, 1875. The Chief End of Revela- 
tion, 1881. The Parabolic Teaching of Christ, 1882. The Galilean Gospel, 
1883. The Miraculous Element in the Gospels, 1886. The Life of Wm. 
Denny, 1888. The Kingdom of God, 1889. Apologetics, or Christianity 
Defensively Stated, 1892. T. H. R. 

Professor Bruce and the Higher Criticism. — From the same article in the 
Thinker we quote the following passages from Dr. Bruce regarding Revela- 
tion and the Bible. In his Apologetics (p. 298) his most recent work, pub- 
lished only a year ago, he writes: "To say that God gave a special 
revelation to Israel is not the same thing as to say that he gave to Israel a 
collection of sacred books. Revelation and the Bible are not synonymous. 
There was a revelation long before there was a Bible. God revealed himself 
in history as the God of the whole earth. ... He revealed himself as a gra- 
cious electing God to the consciousness of Israel through spiritual insight into 
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the true significance of her history communicated to the prophets." The 
importance of this distinction between Revelation and the Bible in its bear- 
ing on the questions of the higher criticism is thus brought out in his work 
published twelve years ago, The Chief End of Revelation (p. 54): "If once 
we get it into our mind that Revelation is one thing, Scripture another though 
closely related thing, being in truth its record, interpretation, and reflection, 
it will help to make us independent of questions concerning the dates of 
books. When the various parts of the Bible were written is an obscure and 
difficult question on which much learned debate has taken place, and is still 
going on ; and we must be content to let the debate run its course, for it will 
not be stopped either by our wishes or by ecclesiastical authority. And one 
thing which will help us to be patient is a clear perception, that the order in 
which revelation was given is to be distinguished from the order in which the 
books which contain the record thereof were written." On the delicate ques- 
tion of the relation of some of the conclusions of the higher criticism to 
inspiration, Professor Bruce makes the following remarks (Apologetics, p. 
309): " If the critics are right, Hebrew editors could do without hesitation 
what we should think hardly compatible with literary honesty, mix up things 
old and new, ancient laws with recent additions, etc. . . . But what then? 
This may be crude morality, but it is not immorality. We must beware of 
laying down hard and fast abstract rules as to the conditions under which 
inspiration is possible." T. H. R. 

The Galilean Gospel. — Professor Bruce was asked by Mr. Jenkinson when 
he wrote The Galilean Gospel. He could not remember the year ; but he 
knew it was written in the month of August. " It was a beautiful August," he 
said, " the world was full of joy and sunshine, and of the wealth and ripeness 
of summer. I was happy. The religion of Jesus seemed to me like 
the bright golden days, and I tried to write a book which would help men to 
feel that the Galilean Gospel was like God's summer, beautiful, life-giving, 
soul-satisfying." The above words with the following passage from the book 
referred to, (The Galilean Gospel, p. 6,) show well the spirit of Professor 
Bruce's work. " We desire to bring you back to the Galilean lake, to the 
haunts of Jesus, and to the spirit of Jesus, to the brightness and sunny sum- 
mer richness and joy, and geniality, and freedom of the authentic gospel 
preached by him in the dawn of the era of grace. Some have not come to 
that happy place ; many linger by the Dead Sea, and are disciples of John, 
to their great loss. For it is good to be with Jesus in Galilee. An evangelic 
faith, and still more, if possible, an evangelic temper, in sympathy with the 
Galilean proclamation, is a grand desideratum. It is what is needed to 
redeem the evangel from the suspicion of exhaustion or impotence, and to 
rescue the very term ' evangelic ' from the reproach under which it lies, in the 
thoughts of many." T. H. R. 
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The Epistle to the Hebrews. — No epistle in the New Testament is more 
striking than this. It is a book to be read as a whole from first chapter to 
last. In no other New Testament book is there so pure a diction. None 
other has a more elevated style, a loftier tone. It may perhaps be said that 
none is so varied in its contents, so picturesque, so absorbing in the progess 
of its thought. 

It is not strange that Luther, and that others since his day have attri- 
buted it to Apollos, the eloquent Alexandrian, and we can easily see why it 
took such a hold on Dr. John Owen as to cause him to say in so extreme a 
fashion, " the world may as well want the sun as the church this epistle." It 
is written with a preacher's power. It is deeply spiritual. It is lofty, yet 
simple ; ideal, yet practical. In no book is there a keener insight into char- 
acter, a more natural and flowing and cumulative argument, a more skilfull 
blending of stern rebuke and of urgent entreaty and encouragement. 

The sweep of thought is wide. The epistle is full of striking passages. 
Where else do we find so great a number of varied, clean cut presentations? 
These are the most marked: the lofty presentation of Jesus as the Son of 
God ; his brotherhood with man ; the apostasy of the Israelites in the wilder- 
ness, and their failure to enter into the rest ; the picture of Melchizedek, 
priest of God, "without father, without mother, without genealogy, having 
neither beginning of days nor end of life." Where else do we find passages 
with so grand and yet simple a movement as that one in which the heroes of 
faith and their achievements are presented, and that other in which the con- 
trast is made between Mt. Sinai and Mt. Zion? The main central portion of 
the book, too, that in which is presented the better priesthood, the better 
covenant, and the better ministry of sacrifice, through which only is perfec- 
tion, is rich and varied, and of great power and beauty. 

But it is the purpose and spirit of the writer that makes the epistle the 
vital and intensely human book it is. It is this that binds all the parts 
together into one. It is this spirit and purpose that gives the book its pecu- 
liar fascination, that is the ground of its striking contrasts and wide range and 
sweep of thought, and is the secret of its deep spiritual power. 

It is written to a body of Hebrew Christians. Their conception of Christ 
is not a high one. They are at a low ebb of faith and life. There is danger 
of an apostasy from the faith. The life of a church is at stake. The issue is 
a vital one. Warning and appeal run through the book. Sharp rebuke and 
solemn warning are mingled with urgent entreaty and generous encourage- 
ment. The writer has a buoyant faith that the church will be true to its 
allegiance. Hope, courage, faith, steadfastness, — these are the tone of the 
book. The appeal is based on the strong, forceful argument that Jesus is the 
Son of God, the High Priest, who has found eternal redemption, who is able 
to save to the uttermost. The epistle is buoyant, even triumphant in spirit, 
and it is this spirit that the writer will infuse into the church. 

One of the passages of warning is treated very interestingly and forcefully 
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by Professor William Milligan, D.D., in the May and June numbers of the 
Expositor. We give below the passage with his interpretation. 

Hebrews 6 : 4-6. — " For as touching those who were once enlightened and 
tasted of the heavenly gift, and were made partakers of the Holy Ghost, and 
tasted the good Word of God and the powers of the age to come, and then 
fell away, it is impossible to renew them again unto repentance, seeing they 
crucify to themselves the Son of God afresh, and put him to an open shame." 

This passage, Professor Milligan maintains, does not refer, as is ordinarily 
held, to a complete apostasy from the faith. He claims that the true inter- 
pretation gives a milder teaching, and writes : " Like the words of our Lord 
himself, when he says of the sin against the Holy Ghost, that it cannot be 
forgiven, either in this world or the world to come, the words of the epistle 
have struck terror into many a heart, and have led not a few followers of 
Christ into despair rather than into renewed or increased exertion in the 
Christian life." The difficulty, however, with the interpretation suggested by 
Professor Milligan, is that it robs the passage of very much of its force, and 
seems merely to give a statement which in the nature of things is self- 
evident. Taken by itself in the ordinary sense, it is certainly a most solemn 
warning, and undoubtedly has had the effect mentioned. But it must be 
taken in its relation to the rest of the epistle with its prevailing tone of hope, 
courage, faith. 

Professor Milligan's intrepretation is, in brief, this : The passage describes 
a state into which the Hebrews had fallen. The word ira.pa.TtnrTe.iv, expressed 
in the aorist participle denotes a definite act in past time, not a complete 
apostasy, but a falling away, having in it probably the element of wilful 
transgression, cf. Heb. 10:26. The participles translated, " Seeing they 
crucify," and "put him to an open shame" are present, denoting continuous 
action. There is no falling away here spoken of such that it may not be 
repented of. Christ prayed for the forgiveness of those who crucified him. 
All things are possible with God. The evident meaning of the passage is, 
it is impossible to renew them to repentance, the while (as in the margin) 
they crucify, etc. They cannot be brought to repentance because they keep 
crucifying the Son of God. So long as they do this repentance is impossible. 

The article by Professor Milligan is very interesting and forceful. He 
would apply the passage to those who stop in the first principles of the 
Christian life, having no adequate conception of the lofty character of Christ, 
and by their inconsistent living, unconsciously perhaps, though no less really, 
crucify the Son of God, — this Son of God, who is the life of God in the soul. 

The objection to this interpretation is, that it would not effect the purpose 
that the writer has in mind. He wishes to remind them that there is such a 
thing as an apostasy with its terrible consequences. His warnings are few 
and short, but very sharp and effective. In 10:26, 27, he speaks of the 
"fearful expectation of judgment and a fierceness of fire" for those who sin 



2 22 THE BIBLICAL WORLD. 

wilfully after having received the knowledge of the truth. In the third and 
fourth chapter he holds up before them as a warning the Israelites who failed 
to enter into the promised land through unbelief. " Let us therefore give 
diligence to enter into that rest, that no man fall after the same example of 
disobedience." (4:11.) And following this passage in question (6 : 4-6) he 
makes clear and vivid his meaning by the illustration of the land. " For 
the land which hath drunk the rain that cometh oft upon it, and bringeth 
forth herbs meet for them for whose sake it is also tilled, receiveth blessing 
from God; but if it beareth thorns and thistles, it is rejected and nigh unto a 
curse ; whose end is to be burned" (6 : 7, 8). Moreover, at the very 
beginning of his argument, after his lofty introduction of Jesus as the Son of 
God, he exclaims: "How shall we escape if we neglect so great salvation?" 
and following this passage of stern warning, which we are now considering, 
(6 : 4-8) he writes : " But, beloved, we are persuaded better things of you, 
and things that accompany salvation, though we thus speak" (6 : 9). In 
10:39, likewise, at the end of his argument and exhortation, before the long 
passage on the heroes of faith and the appeal based thereon, he concludes : 
"But we are not of them that shrink back unto perdition, but of them that have 
faith unto the saving of the soul." 

Thus at the beginning and at the very end of his argument, and in both 
the long passages of exhortation, (5 : 1 1-6:12 and 10 : 19-39,) there come the 
words of warning with the very plain declaration of the terrible results of 
apostasy. Both of these long passages of personal exhortation are remark- 
able for their entreaty, their encouragement, the strong faith which the writer 
has in those to whom he writes, and his generous appreciation of their past 
love and good will and sufferings, as well as for the words of stern rebuke and 
solemn warning. His purpose is to quicken them ; to arouse them to a 
sense of their danger, lest there shall be any among them who shall be in 
that state which he describes. And this is best done by the vivid presentation 
of a state of soul which is past salvation. Such a state he could hardly 
represent in other words than those he uses, a state in which wilfully and 
continuously the Son of God is crucified and is put to an open shame. Only 
rarely does he touch on this dark side, and then only briefly, with words of 
faith and encouragement immediately following, as here : " But, beloved, 
we are persuaded better things of you, and things that accompany salvation." 

T. H. R. 



